
PAW PRINTS 
Web Site:  http://schools.olatheschools.com/brougham 

��� � ear Brougham Families, 

     Students and teachers in grades 3, 4, 5, and 
6 have been busy preparing for upcoming KS 
Assessments.  Our school accreditation status 
is largely based on just two tests: the Kansas 
Reading and Kansas Math Assessments.  The 
state requires us to give BOTH the Math and 
Reading test to every child in grades 3-6.  Ob-
viously, these tests are very important.  We 
are continually looking at the total picture in 
education and supporting the students.  The 
No Child Left Behind Act has placed an inor-
dinate level of importance on State assess-
ments.  We believe that quality teaching will 
naturally prepare the students to do well be-
cause they know the information and have 
appropriately been given every opportunity to 
prepare for tests.  Traditionally, Brougham 
has done extremely well on these tests and we 
expect high results again this year.  In fact, 
every tested grade level has reached the state’s 
rigorous “Standard of Excellence” since we 
began taking these tests in every grade level 
four years ago.  Only 8 of Olathe’s 34 elemen-
tary schools have achieved that level of suc-
cess.  Wow!   

     Please help them with prompt attendance 
(as most grade levels will be testing in the 
morning), and eat a healthy breakfast.  You 
can reduce the level of anxiety of tests by re-
assuring your child that they can do a great 
job by doing their personal best.  

     We had an Assessment Pep Assembly to-
day!  Ask the kids about our theme songs this 
year.  Kids also received a certificate if they 
scored in the “Exemplary” category on last 
year’s assessments.  Thanks for your help and 
support!  Let us know if you have any ques-
tions about testing. 

     Please note the following testing dates.  
Please avoid scheduling appointments or tak-

ing trips on these dates.  It is certainly impor-
tant that students put forth their best effort dur-
ing these assessments.    We appreciate your 
support. 

TESTING DATES: 

Grade 3 – KS Reading and Math Assessments 
– Testing Dates:    

March 2, 3, 4 (reading);  

April 6, 7, 8 (math) 

 

Grade 4 – KS Reading and Math Assessments 
–  Testing Dates:  

March 10, 11, 12 (reading);  

April 6, 7, 8 (math) 

 

Grade 5 – KS Reading and Math Assessments 
– Testing Dates:  

March 5, 8, 9 (reading);  

March 30, 31, April 1 (math) 

 

Grade 6 – KS Reading and Math Assessments 
– Testing Dates:  

March 2, 3, 4 (reading);  

April 6, 7, 8 (math) 

 

 

Stay informed!  Visit the district’s website 

www. olatheschools.com to stay informed re-
garding the latest  funding  crisis.  Just look 

for this button on the website. 
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Kindergarten-  We learned  recently 
that Brougham will not be able to 
have a full-day kindergarten program 
next year.  We are very sorry that we 
aren’t able to offer this to our fami-
lies at this time.  Brougham had re-
quested to have the program (along 
with five other schools), but the 
Board of Education ultimately se-
lected two additional schools for next 
year.  One consideration was the fact 
that we would have had to hire an 
additional section of kindergarten to 
make it work.  We are hopeful that 
we will be able to become a full-day 
site in the future. 

 

First Grade-Brougham first grade 
will be losing a section next year.  In 
other words, we will have three 
teachers instead of four due to our 

enrollment projection and new dis-
trict staffing guidelines. 

 

Second Grade-  Gloria Wirt has an-
nounced her retirement in second 
grade.  We are very happy for her 
and will be announcing a retirement 
celebration ceremony in the coming 
weeks to honor her outstanding ca-
reer.  Second grade will maintain its 
four sections for next year. 

 

Third Grade -For the first time in 
Brougham’s history, we will have 
FOUR sections of third grade.  As a 
result, we will need to add a teacher 
at this grade level.  Decisions on 
staffing will be made in the coming 
weeks.    

 

The mission of Brougham 
Elementary School includes 
families, staff, and students: 
Working together to be re-

spectful, honest, trustworthy, 
and responsible citizens and 

lifelong learners. 
 

(The mission statement was devel-
oped through the collaborative ef-
forts of staff, parents, Site Council, 

and students.  The mission statement 
was originally adopted during the 

1993-94 school year, revised in 1999,  
2002, 2005, and 2008). 

Staffing  and Kindergarten Update 

it would be implemented into all 
Brougham kindergarten classes.   
 
The second grant was written to be 
used school wide at Brougham.  It is 
called Focus Strategies – Inside and 
Out, $5,000 was awarded for this 
project.  This program is designed to 
help identified students improve fo-
cusing skills.  Students will use 
equipment designed to improve fo-
cusing skills to help the student stay 
focused and work to the best of his/
her ability.  This equipment will be 
used both inside and outside of the 
classroom environment. 
Equipment that can be used inside the 
classroom would include the one 
legged balance chair, ball chairs, pos-
ture wedges, weighted blankets, and 
OT vests.  These are items the chil-
dren can sit on or use that are de-
signed to position a body to use more 
sensory clues to help focus on the 

task at hand.   
Equipment that can be used outside 
of the classroom during a designed 
student break would be the kept in 
the OT room.  This would allow stu-
dents a few minutes with other equip-
ment.  After having a sensory break, 
the child can return to class more fo-
cused and ready to learn. 
 
Mrs. Davis and Mrs. Cornell worked 
very hard to create these grants.  We 
look forward to seeing them put in 
place for student success!  
Congratulations! 

The Olathe Public Schools Founda-
tion recently awarded Anita Davis 
and Tina Cornell $6,000.00 to be 
used at Brougham.  Mrs. Davis and 
Mrs. Cornell collaborated to write 
two separate grants.  Both grants 
were awarded by the Foundation.  
One grant was written to focus on the 
handwriting instruction in Mrs. 
Davis’ kindergarten class room. This 
grant is named Get a Grip on Kinder-
garten, $1,000 was awarded for this 
project. It is designed to help students 
with pencil grips, handwriting, and 
life skills using hands.  It will include 
instructional centers using exercises 
and activities to help build hand 
strength to aid in handwriting and 
self-help skills like buttoning, zip-
ping, opening glue bottles, etc.  This 
project will immediately impact the 
students in Mrs. Davis’ kindergarten 
class.  If this program is found to be 
highly successful in following years, 

Brougham Olathe Foundation Grant Winners 
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Donuts with Dad 
We had over 550 dads, grandpas & students 

join us. 

Thank you to everyone who helped make 
this event possible. 



Reminder! 
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(Pre-enrollment) 
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PRESCHOOL PALS 
Mr. Lowe welcomed over 30 incoming 

2010-2011  

Kindergarteners to Brougham! 
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Greetings from the computer 
lab!  I hope everyone had a nice win-
ter break.  Here’s what we’re work-
ing on in technology… 

Kindergarten has been pol-
ishing their paint skills!  We are now 
gearing up Internet Safety.  In the 
coming weeks, ask your child about 
Clicky.  He will teach us how to be 
safe online. 

First graders have finished 
up reading, math and science activi-
ties in Kidspiration.  We are going to 
be starting Word Art in Microsoft 
Word.  They always love being crea-
tive with this tool! 

Second graders have started 
keyboarding!  Second graders are 
always very excited about this.  We 
are focusing staying on the home row 
keys.  I have also let them use the 
Dance Mat Typing website.  Here’s 
the link to use at home:  http://
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/typing/  

Third graders are still going 
to focus on their keyboarding skills.  
In the coming weeks we will start 
reviewing the importance of Internet 
Safety. 

Fourth graders have been 
working hard on a spreadsheet in Mi-
crosoft Excel.  They love this and 

will finish up just before spring 
break…then it’s back to keyboard-
ing! 

 Fifth graders made awe-
some power points about the diges-
tive system…we just have some fin-
ishing touches to do then it’s on to 
Internet Safety! 

Sixth graders are hard at 
work on their business projects.   
They have started their final two pro-
jects…most are making a commercial 
in Photostory.  They are having a 
great time getting creative!     

to wash their hands and cover their 
coughs! 

I have finished vision screening in 
2nd, 4th and 6th grades. Parents have 
been notified if I had a concern about 
the results of the screenings.  I am 
currently doing vision screening in 

Spring should be on the way. May 
flowers always bring allergies but as 
unpleasant as allergies are, at least 
they are not contagiousJ.  We had a 
decrease in influenza cases after the 
winter break but have started to see 
cases again in the past 2 weeks.  So 
once again encourage your children 

the Kindergarten classes.   
Growth and Development classes for 
4th grade are coming up in 
April.  Parents will be getting infor-
mation on this after spring break.  I 
hope everyone has a restful and 
healthy Spring Break. 

Notes from our Nurse 
By: Lois Mathews, R.N., School Nurse 

Computer Lab News 
By: Carmen Rutledge 

sons, weather and numbers. 

Third grade—We are learning ac-
tion words for sports, and how to say 
I want, I need, I like. 

Fourth grade—We are learning 
means of transportation and review-
ing jobs in school. 

Fifth grade—We are learning names 
of professions, prepositions like un-

der, between, over. 

Sixth grade—We are still working 
on country projects and learning ge-
ography and climate in different 
hemispheres. 

We are still working hard in Spanish. 

Kindergarten—we are learning 
numbers to 20 and playing games 
with colors. 

First grade—we are learning 
weather expressions, reviewing class-
room vocabulary and body parts. 

Second grade—we are learning feel-
ings, rooms in school, reviewing sea-

Spanish Class News 
By: Roxana Prendes 



Dear Parents, 

Assessment time is upon us again, so 
my guidance lessons for many grades 
will be focused on preparing our 
minds and bodies for the tests.  Tests 
may cause anxiety in children, like 
many other things in life.  A big part 
of helping them is learning how to 
relax and think positive.  Below are 
some helpful hints for you to review 
with your child as we approach this 
important time.  These are also ideas 
that I share with our students.   Please 
feel free to call me if you have any 
questions. 

Thank you, and have a relaxing 
spring break! 

Laura Smith 

Guidance Counselor 

 

Tips for Getting Rid of Stress: 

As an adult, talk to your child about 
what to expect.  Talk them through 
their day. 

Eat healthy foods. 

Get plenty of exercise. 

Play with friends or with your pet. 

Go to bed early and get a restful 
sleep. 

Think of your favorite place to be. 

Take 3 deep breathes. 

Read a book or listen to peaceful mu-
sic. 

Tips for Preparing Your Mind and 
Body: 

Eat a healthy breakfast the day of the 
test. 

If you wear glasses, be sure to bring 
them. 

Wear comfortable clothes. 

Think positive.  Think, “I’m going to 
do my best!” 

Remember, everyone makes mis-
takes.  Try your best. 

Go to bed early and get a good 
night’s sleep. 

Drink plenty of water. 

Tips for Taking the Test: 

Have supplies ready. 

Think about something that relates to 
the question. 

Relax, but pay attention to the direc-
tions. 

Read each question twice before you 
answer it. 

Underline key words. 

Leave difficult items until last. 

Use all of your time. 

Go back and double-check your an-
swers. 

Counselor’s Corner 
 By: Laura Smith, Guidance Counselor 

library media center, and your child 
is greatly appreciated. Thank you for 
being such a powerful literacy role 
model. Happy Reading. 

Brougham families were Reading 
Rock stars at the winter book fair.  
Because of the help of parents and 
students, we are able to get many 
new books for the media center. That 
is a success story. Hopefully, stu-
dents are engrossed in their new pur-
chases. Your support for reading, the 

Library Links  
By: Janet Barnett, Media Specialist 
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Fun Fair Baskets 
 

    There is still time to sign 

    up to bring something for 

    your classroom theme basket. 

    Ask your teacher if you need 

    ideas.  Items should be at school no 

    later than March 26th. 
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As Brougham approaches the last 
stretch of the 3rd quarter, the art room 
is starting to look towards Celebra-
tion of Learning and the coming of 
spring.  

Sixth grade will be starting to learn 
about Illuminated Manuscripts to 
make their own illuminated artist 
quote. Next…is clay! 

Fifth grade is finishing up identity 
boxes and will get to start clay soon! 

Fourth grade has finished up Pi-
casso and beginning a 3-D project 

based on abstract art.  

Third grade watched a film called 
Powers of Ten and will do a space 
project in concert with their regular 
class room studies. 

Second grade will begin a portrait to 
go with their Guiding Principle Es-
say.   

First grade begins a project on Ma-
tisse that goes with their art party 
movie.  

Kindergarten starts a fun lesson 
based on Jasper Johns. Look for this 

one to be exhibited in the front hall!  

Preschool continues to explore me-
dia and ideas. 

Music Notes 
By:  Lindsay Meyer, lmeyerbr@olatheschools.com�

gram and they did an incredible job!  
Congratulations Third Grade!  We 
will be starting Mr. Everybody’s Mu-
sical Apartment to review the treble 
clef staff. 

 

Second grade will be starting their 
symphony unit.  They will learn how 
to classify instruments in the four 
major instrument families: Strings, 
Percussion, Brass, and Woodwinds. 

 

First grade is working on our pro-
gram Lemonade!  Speaking parts will 
be coming up soon, so keep your 
eyes open for those parents!  I really 
appreciate all the hard work that the 

students are doing.  I know it will be 
a great program! 

 

Kindergarten is continuing their 
opposites in music unit.  We will 
continue to discover the differences 
between high and low, fast and slow, 
loud and soft.  We are discovering 
these opposites through song, dance, 
games, and instruments! 

 

Preschool will continue working on 
our musical skills through song, 
dance, and instruments! 

 

Have a happy March! 

Hello from the Music Room!  Where 
did February go?  March is already 
here! 

 

Fifth and Sixth grade have started 
their varied genre unit.  We will be 
looking at several different types of 
music and discussing some musical 
concepts on the way. 

 

Fourth grade has also been review 
the treble clef staff and rhythms.  We 
will be starting recorders around 
spring break.  We are so excited!! 

 

Third grade just finished their pro-

Art News  
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February 19  

1st grade  – Anna Desmarteau, Lily Long, 
Ashlyn Miles, Mac Clemmons, Stevie Davis, 
Alex Gere, Isaac Pappas, Taylor Lucas 

2nd grade — Maisy Struve, Jacob Steger, 
Mitchell Reno, Peyton Wright, Colton 
Wheatley, Megan Jones, Mason Reidmiller, 
Breanna Sullivan 

3rd grade  – Samantha Marcotte, Megan 
Weldon, Shayla Davis, Peyton Consani, Max 
Gates, Aubrey McClement 

4th grade  – Imaan Azeem, Jordan Kness, 
Lauren Kircher, Caroline Sukstorf, RP Mor-
gan, Kaley Sexton 

5th grade  – Parker Hill, Peyton Milstead, Emily 
Bishop, Emily Fravel, Haley Petersen, Megan 
Brune 

6th grade—  Heather Smoker, Kalissa Ster-
nicki, Jackie Dexter, Raysean Gunn, Emma 
Bowman, Connor Guard 

Students of the Week 

Notice of Non-discrimination: 

The Olathe District Schools prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, or disability in admissions, access, treatment or employment, in its 
programs and activities as required by: Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination Act of 
1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Inquiries regarding com-
pliance with applicable civil rights statutes related to ethnicity, gender, the ADA or age 
discrimination may be directed to Staff Counsel, 14160 Black Bob Road, Olathe, Kan-
sas 66063 - 2000, phone 913-780-7000. All inquires regarding compliance with appli-
cable statutes regarding Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act may be directed to 
the Executive Director of Special Services, 14090 Black Bob Rd. Olathe, KS 66062, 
phone 913-780-8221. Interested persons including those with impaired vision or hear-
ing, can also obtain information as to the existence and location of services, activities 
and facilities that are accessible to and usable by disabled persons by calling the Ex-
ecutive Director of Special Services. (7/09) 

Next PTC Meeting 
March 8, 2010 

7:00 p.m. 
Brougham Library 
Free Baby Sitting 


